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Privatisation: back to the future

Privatisation of public transport
will send Melbourne back into the bad
old days of poor service and spiralling
costs. This was the message of PTUA
President Paul Mees to a public meet-
ing called on Wednesday 1 October to
discuss the privatisation issue.

Mr Mees reminded participants of
the history of public transport in Mel-
bourne, which until the 1980s was the
English-speaking world’s closest ap-
proximation to free-enterprise public
transport. Melbourne’s trains and trams
commenced as a plethora of private op-
erations and municipal trusts, which were
subsequently taken over by the State gov-
ernment after widespread bankruptcy and
public dissatisfaction with poor service.
The trains and trams nonetheless contin-
ued to compete under public ownership,
with no thought given to service integra-
tion. Standards declined steadily through
the postwar period and fares rose as more
and more people were driven away.

By comparison, the most successful
public transport initiative ever undertaken
by an operator in Melbourne was the
multimodal fare system introduced in the
early 1980s. This system boosted patron-
age on all public transport modes as soon
as it was introduced, and is considered to
be largely responsible for the continued
survival of Melbourne’s private suburban
bus operators. Ironically it is precisely
this multimodal system which is in dan-
ger of being undermined by the Kennett
Government’s privatisation agenda,
which aims to split the system yet again
into competing components and endanger
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any remaining hopes of a well-integrated,
world-class public transport service.

Mr Mees was followed by John An-
drews of Andrews Sykes Consulting, who
has produced an analysis of public trans-
port systems in Melbourne and other cit-
ies around the world. Mr Andrews made
the point that the wholesale privatisation
envisaged by the government is an ex-
periment which has never before been
tried on an urban public transport system
of this size. In all cities having a tram or
light rail network of similar size to Mel-
bourne’s, the network is run as an inte-
grated whole by a single organisation.
Furthermore, the western cities having
the highest share of trips taken by public
transport (Paris, London, Munich, Zurich
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and Toronto) all have their public trans-
port controlled by a strong central author-
ity at arm’s length from government.

The meeting was well attended and
is another step in the campaign to resist
the ideologically-driven privatisation of
Melbourne’s public transport.

In an effort to raise awareness of

the issues in Parliament, the PTUA has
sent letters to all MPs requesting their
stance on privatisation. Responses are
pouring in—more details next issue.
If you wish to assist with the campaign,
contact the PTUA office on 9650 7898
or the Coalition on Public Transport
(COPT) on 9380 6561. COPT meets
Wednesdays at 6pm; for details contact
Dave Kerin on 9670 7661.




Keeping in touch...
PTUA office

Telephone: (03) 9650 7898

Committee Meetings

Third Thursday of each month.
Please call the office for details.

Membership Enquiries
Graeme Gibson: (03) 9650 7898

World Wide Web

Our home page is on Vicnet at

Ground Floor, 247 Flinders Lane, Melb.

(Office volunteers are earnestly sought!)

Committee Members
Paul Mees—President

Josephine Connellan—Vice President

Les Chandra—Secretary

James Hoffman—Treasurer

John McPherson—Assistant Secretary
Patrick O’Connor—Media Liaison

Peter Dann Demitri Pimenides
Alan Hardie Domenica Settle
Mary Jamieson Christina Sindt
Anthony Morton  Gerry Warren

http://www.vicnet.net.au/~ptua/firstpt.htm

Full court appeal has

good chance of success

Peter Allan’s challenge to the
City Link tax breaks now moves to the
Full Federal Court, following an ad-
verse ruling in August by Justice
Mansfield.

Peter, it will be recalled, is a
neighbour of the Tullamarine Freeway
and has challenged the tax breaks
awarded to Transurban by the Devel-
opment Allowance Authority. The
DAA’s governing legislation states
that tax breaks cannot be awarded if
“there is in force...a law that...will
prohibit or restrict the operation of
other facilities in competition with the
infrastructure facilities concerned.”
The restrictions on public transport
and proposed road closures in the
Melbourne City Link Act 1995 clearly
contravene this prohibition.

The DAA has not defended its
decision on its merits, but is instead
relying on an arcane legal technicality
called ‘standing’. The DAA'’s deci-
sion to refuse Peter Allan standing has
been upheld by a single judge of the
Federal Court, and Peter has appealed
to the Full Court. A number of law-
yers and academics have indicated
that the case has a good chance of suc-
cess. Because there are no appeal

hearing dates available in Melbourne
until March next year, the case has
been moved to Canberra, where it will
be heard on 31 October.

Retrial date to be set

Phil Morey’s action against the
project under the Trade Practices Act
is awaiting a retrial date following
Phil’s victory on appeal before the
Full Court. His argument, that the
City Link prospectus misled investors
by overstating likely traffic volumes
and toll revenues, has been given
added force by the recent announce-
ment that the proprictors of the M2
tollway in Sydney have suspended
payments to investors because of
lower-than-predicted traffic volumes.

Following Justice Northrop’s
dismissal of Phil Morey’s action last
year, Transurban applied for an order
that the costs of the case be paid by the
PTUA. In February this year, Justice
Northrop dismissed this application
and ordered Transurban to pay the
PTUA’s costs. Transurban then is-
sued a similar application against
PTUA President Paul Mees person-
ally. This application is continuing,
despite the original decision having
been overturned by the Full Court.

In an amusing coincidence,

= court cases continue

Transurban’s application against Paul
Mees was listed before Justice
Heerey, one of the three members of
the Full Court in the Morey appeal.
Transurban asked the judge to dis-
qualify himself from hearing the case
against Mees on the ground of bias
(“We lost, therefore the judge was bi-
ased”). Justice Heerey refused to do
so, and Transurban have now ap-
pealed to the Full Court against this
decision. Paul is representing himself
and the case is listed for hearing in
March next year, Paul has asked the
court to dismiss the case against him
as an abuse of the process of the court;
in his words “it is a flagrant exercise in
bullying critics by a well-funded cor-
poration.”

People Against City Link has es-
tablished a fighting fund to help Phil,
Paul and Peter in their unequal strug-
gle with the Transurban corporate gi-
ant. Although the lawyers involved
are generously acting pro bono, sub-
stantial funds are needed to pay court
fees.

If you can help, send your
donation to PACL, 81 Keele
Street, Collingwood, 3066 (re-
ceipts will be issued).

More information from the
PTUA on (03) 9650 7898.
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Scoresby corridor
campaign success

Demetri Pimenides, the PTUA cam-
paign coordinator for the Scoresby
campaign, reports that our information
stalls were a great success. Stalls have
been held in large and small shopping
centres in both the City of Knox and the
City of Greater Dandenong. The Knox
Environment Society and the PTUA are
very grateful to local volunteers for

adding to the numbers
to make the stalls possi-
ble.

The stalls were a
two-way process, as
people who approached
the stalls for informa-
tion also told us of their
public transport con-
cems. Proposals to ex-
tend the train line from
Glen Waverley to
Rowville, the Burwood
Highway tram to Knox
City and the possibility

of a train along Wellington Road past
AFL Park, were all received enthusias-
tically. Many people asked why they
were not entitled to high quality public
transport when inner suburbs with
lower population densities received
train
Keysborough was identified as an area
with a very young population but terri-
ble bus services. Local people com-
plained that even the poor bus services
that do exist, often miss connections at

good tram and

rail stations.

Mr Kim Wells, the local MP for
Wantirna, sponsored a (predictably)
poorly patronised extension of the Glen
Waverley-Wheelers  Hill
Rowville by a circuitous route, taking
40 minutes for a journey that takes 15
or less by car. If ever a bus service was
designed to fail, this was it. Mr Wells
appears to believe he has proved there
is no need for a rail extension. On the
other hand he feels the ring road is vi-

tal.

Minister Robin Cooper responded
to the PTUA campaign in Knox News
on 7 October, describing PTUA Secre-

Proposals to ex-
tend the train line

from Glen Waverley

to Rowville, the
Burwood Highway
tram to Knox City
and the possibility
of a train along
Wellington Road
past AFL Park,
were all received
enthusiastically.

services.

tary Les Chandra as talking “negative
nonsense”. He said the PTUA *“aligns
itself with the State opposition in
knocking anything and everything that
happens with public transport.” Com-
pletely misunderstanding our Outer
East campaign, he went on: “the
PTUA evidently had a crazy notion
that Ventura should run empty buses

along the new route.”
To finish, Mr Cooper
tells the PTUA that we
are not doing our job,
“we should stop deni-
grating the govern-
ment’s efforts on behalf
of public transport us-
ers.”

The PTUA re-
minds Minister Cooper
that the PTUA does

" praise positive improve-

ments by any govern-
ment, including his own,

and asks the Minister to get on with
running public transport for all the
people of Melboume, including those
in the Outer East who have some of
the worst public transport in the met-
ropolitan area. The Minister seems
distracted by the disastrous sideshow
issues of automatic ticketing and pri-
vatisation. The PTUA stands by its
policy that high quality public trans-
port should be available right across
metropolitan Melbourne. We stand by

our policy that high quality public

bus to

transport will carry many more pas-
sengers and cost the government much
less overall in subsidies.

Our president Paul Mees has
spoken to Dandenong councillors and
to a Nillumbik Council advisory com-
mittee on the Scoresby issues. He ex-
pects to talk to Knox Council soon.

The last stalls in our current
schedule will be at the Stringybark
Festival on 18 and 19 October. If

helping on stalls interests you, please

contact the PTUA office on (03) 9650
7898 for inclusion on our volunteer
list for future stalls.

Greenfieet
or mean

For $25 per year, your car can be pol-
lution free. Wave a magic wand and
watch the amazing scenes unfold as
seven trees per car save the world.

In a gesture that confirms Aus-
tralia’s status as an environmental
delinquent (as if it was needed after
our govemment’s recalcitrant atti-
tude on greenhouse gas reduction
agreements), the RACV, Mobil,
Transurban/Citylink, the Herald Sun,
The Myer Foundation and Victoria
on the Move have come up with a
scheme named Greenfleet to reassure
gas-guzzling car drivers their pollu-
tion output is quite alright.

All you have to do is pay $25 to
have seven trees planted which, they
say, will soak up your car’s carbon
dioxide emissions and you can con-
tinue to drive with a clear con-
science.

Let’s ignore the real situation
regarding the wide range of problems
with overuse of the car. Ignore the
noise, congestion, visual intrusion,
problems with disposal of the wreck,
and all the pollutants that trees can’t
deal with. The list of pollutants is
long: lead, volatile organic com-
pounds, particulates, nitrogen oxides,
sulphur dioxide and more. The
amount of land clearing allowed in
parts of Australia (Queensland for in-
stance) no doubt cancels any small
positive benefit from these special
trees.

Your less than useful donation
to an organisation backed by the per-
petrators of the pollution will also be
tax-deductible.

Our conclusion? Send your
donation instead to the Australian
Conservation Foundation which
campaigns for realistic action by
governments and communities.

The religious among us will
recognise the concept of selling in-
dulgences.
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Sydney to Canberra
favourite could speed
Victorian services as well

Network Rail magazine (Oct-
Nov 97) rates the Siemens led Inter
Capital Express consortium as favour-
ites for new Sydney to Canberra high
speed service.

At a cost of $1 billion the train
could be operating in three years, do-
ing the trip from downtown Sydney in
90 minutes. The final proposal would
be a careful tradeoff between money
spent on straightening and upgrading
track, and a more sophisticated train
concept including ‘active tilt’ for
higher speeds on curves (which
abound on the Sydney-Canberra line).

While electrification of the route
would be ideal, Sicmens could pro-
duce a diesel powered version of their
high speed ICE Tilt concept train and
electrify later.

From the Victorian perspective it

is important that the route into Can-
berra allows easy extension of the
route to the west and south-west to-
wards Wagga Wagga and Albury-
Wodonga. The present branch line
from Goulbumn to Queanbeyan and
Canberra is 40 kilometres longer than
a short new construction serving
North Canberra from the main South-
em Line,

The potential is for a journey
time from Sydney to Melbourne of
less than five hours, on an upgraded
main line also benefitting heavy
freight rail operators. An upgrade
costing perhaps $3 billion all up
would be a national bargain. Readers
will recall the last figures in the late
1980s, for a completely new TGV
type line, was $13 billion for the Syd-
ney-Melboume route.

Intermediate towns and cities
would receive services to the capitals
as fast as commuter air, and twice as

fast as driving. Albury would be one
and a half hours from Melboume, and
Wagga about 2 hours.

As the line is electrified in future
to provide a more efficient service, the
existing diesel trains could move to
Victorian mainlines to dramatically
improve services to main country des-
tinations in our state.

Bairnsdale update

The Baimsdale Save Our Train
group reports in their October news-
letter that Public Transport Minister
Robin Cooper has backed the return of
the Baimsdale train, saying that once a
private operator is in place on the Sale
service they will extend to Baimsdale.

However, “it was a pity that the
Minister was not prepared to back his
own judgement to the extent of intro-
ducing the Bairnsdale train immedi-
ately rather than waiting for the
privatisation of V/Line.”

Notice of

Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 5 Nov 1997 at 7pm
4th flr Ross House Flinders Lane Melbourne 3000

Nominations for the PTUA committee
The current election procedure allows for the AGM to elect a President, Secretary and Treasurer and up to nine
committee members. Nominations must by on the form attached, and signed by the nominator and the candidate,
both of whom must be members of the PTUA. Nominations must be received at the PTUA office (ground floor,
247 Flinders Lane Melbourne) by hand or by mail by 4.00 pm Friday 13 September 1996 . Nominations will not be
called for the AGM unless fewer than 12 nominations are received by the above date.

PTUA Committee Nomination Form

of

of

for election to the position of:

|
[
I
| nominate
|
I
I O Committee member
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Automatic ticketing

e

As this newsletter is put to-
gether an extremely secret arbi-
tration process is underway
between the State government/
PTC team and the OneLink
consortium over the future of
the automatic ticketing con-
tract.

Now that the project is
running three years behind
schedule, will the government
walk away from the contract
for non-peformance by One-
Link or struggle on?

Shares in the Perth based
ERG company (supplier of
technology to the consortium)
have been suspended on the
stock exchange indicating the
contract’s importance to ERG
finances.

The PTUA remains to-

How €an We ever get these
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staff a transport system could
have, not the best!

PTUA members will not
need reminding that the tender-
ing out of the automatic
ticketing contract to ERG
marked the first major brush
with privatisation for the Mel-
boume public transport system.
If this first disastrous experi-
ence becomes the norm we are
in for a rough ride.

As the PTUA has pointed
out, the best public transport
systems worldwide are inte-
grated organisations in public
ownership.

* Since this article was written,
OneLink have been given yet
more time (until February next
year) to demonstrate a working
system. We are not surprised

tally opposed to OneLink’s

machine based ticketing system and
believes that it is time for the govern-
ment to take a deep breath and recon-
sider the real needs of the travelling
public. It needs to realise that public
transport users need staff available for
information, reassurance and security,

not to mention tickets. By following
the auto ticketing route the govemn-
ment is developing a system where
most travellers’ only contact with staff
occurs when a Revenue Protection Of-
ficer demands to check their ticket.
The RPOs represent the worst type of

that the deadline has been ex-
tended yet again, but the question re-
mains: how much longer can the
government wait for a ticketing sys-
tem that is essential to its privatisation
plans, and can the public still be confi-
dent that the government will not ac-
cept an inferior system?

In August I again used West Coast
Rail to travel to south-west Victoria
and the Shipwreck Coast.

Nothing much had changed on
the train since my first trip with priva-
tised operators a year ago. The out-
side of the carriage gleamed in the
new livery but inside, though it was
tidy, there was no sign of an upgrade.
On a cold day, after leaving Spencer

Street the heating gradually decreased
and only came on again at Terang, half
an hour from our destination. I po-
litely enquired of the conductor
whether there was a problem, and
while she undertook to find out, she
did not stop to tell me while passing
up and down the train over the next
hour and a half,

The track, I have to say, is rough.

est Coast Rail revisited

However, the Sprinter railcars with
modem suspension smooth out the
Geelong line track remarkably com-
pared with West Coast trains. There is
nothing to show that West Coast is
putting any money back into their roll-
ing stock to improve the product, as all
good companies with a future should
do.

John McPherson

PTUA News Oct 97 5



The La Trobe student’s lament

La Trobe University was set up in the
1960s to cater for the rapidly-expand-
ing population of the northern and
north-eastern suburbs.

Its Bundoora campus is by far the
nearest tertiary institution for students
from Watsonia, Greensborough and
the townships of the former ‘green
wedge.” (RMIT’s new Mill Park cam-
pus is probably a little closer for some
of them as the crow flies, but might as
well be on the moon as far as access by
public transport from the Hurstbridge
corridor is concerned.) You take the
Hurstbridge train to Macleod, and
then it’s a five or 10-minute bus ride
up the hill to the University. Couldn’t
be easier.

But for the time-
table. Consider Adam,
who has a 10am lecture
and wants to catch the
9:35 bus from Macleod
station, arriving at
9:45. His train pulls
in... at 9:36, if it’s ex-

You take the
Hurstbridge train
to Macleod, and
then it’s a five or

10-minute bus ride

day. No evening activities on campus
for him, nor even an evening exam,
which the exigencies of the University
timetable have begun to require. Of
course “no service is provided on
weekends or public holidays,” even
though exams are regularly scheduled
on Saturdays and the University
doesn’t observe Labour Day or Cup
Day.

And the alternatives? A brisk
20-minute walk through the grounds
of the former Mont Park mental hospi-
tal is good for the constitution but not
5o pleasant after dark, when it’s rain-
ing, or when you’'re taking heavy
books back to the library. Some
women may not consider it safe even
in daylight. You could
always stay on the train
and get off across the
road from the RMIT
city campus, arriving
earlier, more often than
not, than the wretched
561 bus. The Univer-

actly on time, which up the hill to sity of Melboume is an-
isn’t often (and the bus . . other possibility: it’s
never waits). His sister the Umv?rs'ty‘ hard to believe that
Beatrice, with an 11am Couldn’t be Parkville is more acces-
class, faces the same easier — sible from Eltham by
problem (train arrives public transport than
10:35, bus departs bf"t for the Bundoora, but that’s the
10:35). Coming home, timetable. way it is. As a last re-
Adam catches the sort you can drive,

2:20pm bus, timed to arrive at the sta-
tion at 2:25. Pity, the train left at 2:23.
One day in five, Beatrice’s 4:10 bus
runs on time through the peak-hour
traffic and arrives at the set time of
4:20, so that she can run for the 4:24
train, Usually she sees it just leave as
the bus is pulling in.

Bus and train seldom make sen-
sible connections. There’s normmally a
20-minute wait between trains and a
half-hour interval between buses
(which rises to a 55-minute gap in the
middle of the day.) Carlo, with a 5pm
lecture, has real problems. He can
only get the 5:50pm bus if he leaves
early. Otherwise he has to hang
around until 6:35 for the last bus of the

which the great majority of the stu-
dents from the green wedge are forced
to do.

The University management
seems unconcerned by all this (after
all, they get company cars these days),
and perfectly content to convert an
ever-increasing area of the once at-
tractive grounds to car parks.
Macleod comes under Banyule City
Council, which has the usual ‘Envi-
ronmental Policy Statement’ full of
commitments to improve public trans-
port but no obvious interest in doing
anything about it. But the Council’s
hand may eventually be forced when
the pending residential subdivision of
the Mont Park-Larundel-Gresswell

hospital complex produces enough
rush-hour traffic to clog the local
feeder roads. Until then Adam,
Beatrice and Carlo will have to grin
and bear it.

Yes, I do have a personal axe to
grind, since I can usually walk the six
kilometres to work at La Trobe from
my house in Greensborough and ar-
rive neck and neck with the train-bus
option. 1t’s good healthy exercise, but
not much of an advertisement for Mel-
boume’s public transport ‘system’.

John King

More grief
for Upfield
passengers

Upfield line passengers are set to face
further hassles as Transurban have an-
nounced they need another three
months to build their road on top of
the line. Given the history of delays in
City Link construction to day, it was
probably over-optimistic to expect the
construction to finish on time. The
State government has already reneged
on one promise by allowing the clo-
sure in the first place.

Meanwhile, bus services con-
necting the Upfield line to suburbs
further north are under threat due to
falling patronage as a result of the pro-
tracted closure. Already the 320 bus
from Upfield to Craigieburn has been
“discontinued following a passenger
survey by the Department of Infra-
structure showing ‘poor patronage’.”

When will our transport planners
leamn that an integrated network is es-
sential to the viability of public trans-
port services? Will they continue to
throw our services in the ‘too hard’
basket rather than have a go at some
real improvements that could also im-
prove their cost recovery?
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Swanston St Walk

Melbourne City Council is re-
considering the status of this pedestri-
anised public transport friendly street.
As at Wednesday, 8th October a
Council Committee is recommending
the street stay closed to traffic. The
PTUA view was put to a Council con-
sultant: we defended the mall and
pointed out the benefits to tram pas-
sengers on what is the busiest tram
route outside Vienna. Kennett Minis-
ter Marie Tehan (3LO 7/10) has a vi-
sion of a grand boulevard down
Swanston Street linking Royal Parade
to St Kilda Road. Pity about the tram
users (back in ‘safety’ zones) and pity
about cutting the shopping zone in
two. Mrs Tehan confirms our suspi-
cion that our current leaders only see
the world through the windscreen of a
car.

Geelong Road terror or

Geelong Rail safety?

The RACYV is campaigning for
an upgrade of Geelong Road. Their
journal article (Royalauto, September)
features the hair-raising prospect of
10,500 trips each way per year by huge
B-double trucks for the Ford Motor
Company. Ironically both the
Geelong and the Broadmeadows Ford
factories are rail connected, and until a
few years ago product was transferred
between factories by overnight trains
used as mobile warehouses. Some sort
of motorised madness has seized the
land when the community contem-
plates these huge trucks as the only
way to go when a safe rail based solu-
tion for Ford is available right now.

Stagecoach to stage coup

in Melbourne?

UK private bus operator Stage-
coach recently galloped into town on a
publicity trip.

Stagecoach says it would like to
take over all of Melbourne’s public
transport, promising a wide-eyed
press ten-minute frequencies and one-
minute headways in the peak.

Sounds remarkably like PTUA
policy, perhaps someone is listening
out there. Sadly, back in home terri-
tory Stagecoach aren’t exactly the
good guys. South West Trains in the
UK, which ran short of 70 drivers and
cancelled hundreds of trains over
many months, is a Stagecoach opera-
tion.

Sydney motorway over

the hills

Hills Motorway, proprietors of
the financially straitened M2 tollway
in Sydney, have announced that they
will not be paying any dividends to in-
vestors until the June quarter of next
year, owing to traffic levels being
lower than forecast.

The announcement seems to
have forestalled a further dive in the
company’s share price, now at around
$1.50 having fallen from a level of
about $2.50 at the time of the
tollway’s opening.

WARNING
to train

passengers

Do not board a train without
a ticket, expecting to buy one
at the other end, if the ticket
office at your originating
station is open. Revenue
Protection Officers are
showing no mercy to pass-
engers in handing out fines.
Even if there are no staff at
your station, take care.

The Met seems more
determined than ever to
encourage passengers to
go back to their cars.

Quote of the year?

“Cars are a part of life, and
maybe in 50 years time when
ozone is out of control they might
have to be banned everywhere.
But in the meantime we have to
make it attractive for people to
come to the city.”

— Melbourne City councillor
David Bardas opposing increased
city parking fees.
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A Warm Welcome to All Our New Members

réhanged your address?
Make sure your PTUA News follows you when you move!
| Cut out or photocopy this form, fill in and return to us at
| PTUA, Ross House, 247 Flinders Lane, Melbourne 3000.
| Name
l New address
Town / Suburb Postcode

| Phone BH) (AH)
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