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Preamble 
The State Government has made a great deal of progress advancing public transport in 
Victoria, with expanded services, removed level crossings and the recently opened 
Metro Tunnel just to name a few key achievements. 

As good as these investments are, ultimately large scale projects don’t come cheap. 
Suburban Rail Loop - $35 billion, North East Link toll road - $26 billion, Metro Tunnel - 
$15 billion, Level Crossing Removal Project - $15 billion.  

The PTUA supports large infrastructure projects, initiatives like the Suburban Rail Loop 
and the Metro Tunnel demonstrate long term thinking, which is important in ensuring 
our network is well equipped for future challenges. 

In order to ensure we can keep on advancing public transport alongside high-cost 
projects, a shift in thinking for new projects will be needed to maximise public 
investment outcomes whilst controlling costs - which is particularly important owing to 
increasing global geopolitical pressures and inflation. 

Fortunately there are ways forward - one of which is smaller to medium scale 
infrastructure projects which still deliver good outcomes like new stations and minor 
extensions (capex), increased investment in service provision such as enhancing bus 
services and rail timetables (opex), and lastly, cheap quick wins and low-cost changes to 
better utilise our existing assets. 

With these factors in mind, the Public Transport Users Association (PTUA) has collated 
our election year priorities for small, medium and larger scale projects to get Victorians 
moving in a cost conscious way, and use our public transport network to its full extent 
without breaking the budget with more big-ticket infrastructure projects. 
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1. Making better use of our existing assets. 
The first section of this document focuses on the small but important aspect of network 
planning. This means doing what we can to better utilise existing rolling stock alongside 
optimisation of the existing network to get bang for buck - both for our budget and 
Victorian commuters. 

1.1 Metropolitan Rail 

Putting our rail network to better use 

Too many areas in Melbourne wait too long for trains. In 2012, PTV’s Network 
Development Plan envisioned a network of 10 minute services right across Melbourne. 
Unfortunately, little of this plan occurred, and people in Melbourne’s north and outer 
east still wait 30 to 40 minutes between trains. The PTUA knows that providing more 
train services and eliminating these long waits can be achieved with no change to 
infrastructure, all we need to do is make better use of the network and rolling stock we 
already have. 

At a minimum, the PTUA call on the Government to reduce wait times to every 20 
minutes first service to last seven days a week on the Mernda, Hurstbridge (as far as 
Eltham) Sandringham, Glen Waverley, Lilydale, Belgrave and Alamein Lines, and the 
facilitation of more peak shoulder services during the week. This would allow for 
enhanced travel options before and after peak travel, as well as ensuring the growing 
nighttime workforce have reliable travel options. 

Our organisation welcomes recent pre-budget announcements pertaining to evening or 
weekend frequencies for these lines, however further investments are needed to ensure 
we achieve a service every 20 minutes first train to last, 7 days a week. 



 
5 

 

Above: a map highlighting lines with waits worse than every 20 minutes 7-days a week, even after recent 
budget announcements. NB: Craigieburn and Upfield 20 minute changes are funded and soon to be 
implemented. 

The Government should still have a goal of 10 minute services on all lines to ensure all 
parts of Melbourne have access to frequent rail around the clock, however in the current 
circumstances, this plan would be a modest investment to ensure people in the north 
and outer east aren’t continually burdened with archaic wait times that don’t belong in a 
city of over 5 million residents. 

1.2 Buses 

More weekend bus services for a growing city 

The PTUA welcomes a recent $100 million pre-budget announcement of small scale, 
high impact network changes across metropolitan Melbourne. This is a very welcome 
investment, and should be the catalyst for similar investments going forward, especially 
with many routes in middle suburbs which have gone unchanged since the days of The 
Met in the 80’s and 90’s. 

A short term network change recommended by the PTUA is the implementation of new 
network wide “weekend” timetables instead of the current system where bus routes 
have separate Saturday and Sunday timetables. A sole weekend timetable would be an 
effective way of increasing weekend services, putting the existing bus fleet to better 
use and aiming to support retail workers right across Melbourne. 
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Buses are often sitting idle in the depot on weekends where service levels drop down 
from weekdays, however we know that weekend travel has boomed, partly owing to 
changing travel patterns since the COVID-19 pandemic, an increase in leisure 
commuting, and more weekend shopping options. Buses to key shopping centres and 
activity centres which have significantly reduced weekend services compared to their 
weekday offering no longer do the job, and the PTUA calls for greater timetable 
standardisation for weekends, and investment in key direct routes every 20 minutes on 
primary cross suburban routes like Smartbus services, and half hourly on other services 
on Saturdays and Sundays. 

 
Above, a full Saturday afternoon bus on the half-hourly 903 smartbus, an example of a route which needs a 
more frequent weekend timetable to appropriately meet increasing weekend travel demand. 
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1.3 Trams 

Eliminating long waits after dark and optimising tram 
timetables 

Melbourne’s inner suburbs are getting busier. Our city has evolved towards a 24 hour 
economy and boomed with increased urban density since the turn of the century. 
Unfortunately, our tram system has seen zero extensions in close to two decades, and 
timetables on some routes unchanged for years. 

In order to support inner city travel and the Government’s own housing goals, the PTUA 
calls on investment to standardise timetables, with trams running on 10-minute 
headways interpeak where required (routes 1, 3, 5, 6, 16, 64, 67, 72, 78, 82), and the 
elimination of half hourly frequency on weekend mornings and evenings network wide. 
Much like the rail network, there should be no wait longer than 20 minutes (three trams 
per hour) first service to 1am seven days a week. This is achievable with no changes to 
the fleet size or infrastructure, improves midday service consistency and would have a 
further benefit for our night time economy. 

1.4 Regional 

Getting the most out of our regional infrastructure 

In recent years, good investment in V/Line infrastructure has paved the way for extra 
services. Whilst some services have been funded, there is still scope for additional trains 
to run on existing lines without requiring further costly infrastructure investments. The 
PTUA identifies the following as short term wins in terms of operational funding: 

● Trains every 20 minutes to Melton all day every day, making use of new terminating 
facilities soon to be complete at Melton Station. This would be a particular boost to 
Melton on weekends, with trains currently half as frequent as those towards 
Wyndham Vale. 

● Trains every 20 minutes from South Geelong to Waurn Ponds on weekdays. In 
previous funding, the Government provided a 20-minute frequency all the way to 
Waurn Ponds on weekends, however the same level of service was not funded on 
weekdays, meaning interpeak frequency drops off during the week. 

● The introduction of peak period commuter services to and from Colac to recognise 
the role this town plays in the Colac - Otway LGA housing target of close to 4,000 
new homes. This would see a handful of extra peak services scheduled around 
Warrnambool trains to help cater for additional workers and students in the south 
west corridor. 

● More six car trains to Bendigo, recognising that hourly off-peak services on this 
corridor now lag behind other commuter routes like Gippsland, Ballarat and Geelong. 
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Ensuring more services operating with six cars will help reduce overcrowding until 
further funds can be found to increase the frequency of the line. 

 

Above, an overcrowded three car service bound for Echuca and Bendigo. Services like this should be six car 
as far as Bendigo, especially on weekends. 
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2. Medium scale initiatives 
This section focuses on initiatives which allow for further changes for passengers, such 
as middle range investments like bus boosts, station improvements and network 
coordination. These tasks are still important for the short term yet don’t cost billions.  

2.1 Metropolitan Rail 

Interchange upgrades, Broadmeadows, Richmond and 
Caulfield 

There is a need to invest in a program of works to bring key interchange stations into the 
21st century. Aligning with advocacy from local government, the PTUA has identified 
Broadmeadows, Caulfield and Richmond as top priorities. 

Caulfield is now a key interchange after commencing Metro Tunnel services, however in 
terms of passenger flow, the station largely remains unchanged with the exception of 
recent Myki barrier removal. 3,200,000 passengers board at Caulfield each year and 
many more transfer between trains, making this one of the busiest stations outside of 
the CBD. The PTUA wants to see action taken to improve the interchange with a new 
DDA compliant southern passenger footbridge and station concourse. 

Richmond station is the primary hub for Melbourne’s bustling sports precinct, with over 
3,700,000 passengers and numerous interchanges for the east and southeast. Despite 
being an important gateway, Richmond is increasingly under strain in terms of 
passenger flow, offers an uncomfortable windswept platform interface and a general 
lack of upkeep. A decade ago, the ABC reported that the State Government shelved an 
upgrade of the station, citing the upgrade was no longer warranted due to the Metro 
Tunnel, however the upgrade is actually needed now more than ever with more 
passengers flocking to the Frankston line platforms. The PTUA also notes a 2025 
private sector proposal from Bates Smart Architecture incorporating new residential 
development which also appears to be shelved. 

Broadmeadows is an important interchange with close to 900,000 passengers per year, 
a northern hub with 11 connecting buses, and importantly, a gateway to Melbourne 
Airport with the 901 Smartbus. Despite the important role Broadmeadows plays in the 
north, the station precinct is unwelcoming, has noted safety concerns with narrow 
underpasses prone to flooding and antisocial behaviour, low amenity, and numerous ad-
hoc changes over the years to the station shows a lack of a consistent vision for the 
precinct. With the Suburban Rail Loop not expected to reach the north by the 2050’s, 
Broadmeadows should not be expected to wait another 25 years for a station upgrade. 
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Above, the bleak, untidy “cage like” entry of Broadmeadows Station. Unpleasant station environments like 
this detract from the image of the network at the best of times, particularly for precinct gateways like 
Broadmeadows that connect with Melbourne Airport. Courtesy of Hume City Council. 

Recently, works have started on improving Boronia Station in the outer east with a $60 
million investment. Whilst not discounting the merits of this investment, Boronia 
recorded 460,000 passengers last financial year, significantly less than Broadmeadows, 
Caulfield and Richmond. The precedent has been set and now the Government needs to 
act. 

New Stations for Melbourne’s West 

Pressure continues to grow on improving public transport connections in the west. There 
are a number of worthwhile investments to make in this area of Melbourne, however to 
ensure western suburbs get better rail connections in under five years instead of 
potentially more than a decade, the Government should prioritise the construction of 
new stations on existing lines to fill network gaps - balancing the need for immediate 
improvements with lower rates of capital expenditure compared to line extensions. 

The PTUA supports two campaigns to construct a new station on the Werribee line at 
Altona North (Paisley) and at Mount Atkinson on the Melton Line.  

Paisley station would serve a potential new urban renewal precinct north of Altona and 
is listed as a priority project by Infrastructure Victoria, whereas the new Mount Atkinson 
Station would serve a rapidly growing community on the Melton Line, which is soon to 
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have enhanced capacity through recent rail upgrades. This means that any new station 
on this section of line could benefit from a 50% capacity increase thanks to new 9-car 
Vlocity trains without adversely impacting capacity on Ballarat services during peaks. 

It is also noted in both of these instances that there are Parliamentary petitions 
sponsored by their respective local Representatives, these being Melissa Horne MP 
sponsoring the petition for Paisley and Luba Grigorvitch MP sponsoring the petition for 
Mount Atkinson. 

 

Above, location of proposed new stations in Altona (Paisley) on the Werribee direct line, and at Mount 
Atkinson on the Melton/Ballarat corridor.  
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2.2 Buses 

Enhancing cross suburban connections with “easy wins” 

Victoria’s Bus Plan was released in 2021. In conjunction, a large “bus reform pilot area” 
was envisioned across much of Melbourne’s north and north east, promising more direct 
and frequent services. Five years later nothing has eventuated, but in the meantime the 
Government has seen some smaller local wins in rolling out new premium 20 minute 
connector routes - moving away from routes coming every 30 to 60 minutes which limit 
patronage potential. If wider scale bus reform has proved too difficult, then the 
Government should get on with a program of enhancing bus routes in middle and outer 
suburbs, and continue to prioritise the rollout of 20 minute connector services on key 
routes where minimal reform is needed.  

The PTUA has formulated a list of 20 priority routes to increase to a moderate 20-minute 
frequency. These routes have been selected on varying factors, such as an already 
direct route path which requires little or no politically complex reform, the important 
role they play in growth areas, proximity to new activity centres, or connections to 
important social and economic assets like shopping centres.  

West 
● 150 - Tarneit Station to Williams Landing Station 
● 160 - Tarneit Station to Hoppers Crossing Station 
● 418 - St Albans Station to Caroline Springs  
● 460 - Watergardens Station to Caroline Springs Station 
● 494 & 495 - Williams Landing to Point Cook South 
● 497 - Williams Landing to Saltwater Promenade 

North 
● 357 - Epping Station to West Wollert (With a potential extension to Craigieburn) 
● 504  - Clifton Hill to Moonee Ponds Interchange 
● 556 - Northland to Epping Plaza 
● 567 - Northcote to Northland SC (potential 549 extension to Regent for coverage) 

East 
● 606 - Elsternwick Station to Fishermans Bend 
● 623 - St Kilda to Glen Waverley Station 
● 624 - Kew to Caulfield   
● 734 - Glen Waverley Station to Glen Iris Station (With a new extension to Caulfield) 
● 737 - Monash University to Croydon Station 
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South east 
● 693 - Oakleigh to Ferntree Gully 
● 841 - Cranbourne Station to Narre Warren North 
● 850 - Dandenong to Glen Waverley Station 
● 881 - Merinda Park Station to Clyde North (799 diverted to Casey Central SC) 
● 828 - Hampton to Berwick (weekend improvement in line with local government advocacy.) 

By supporting incremental upgrades, this lays the foundation for further increases to 
every 15 minutes or better by gradually building up patronage with improved services. 

 

Above, map of two proposed “minimal reform” bus routes. The 504 travels in inner Melbourne where public 
transport use needs to improve alongside inner city densification, whereas the 623 is a fairly direct suburban 
connector service, passing several train stations and new housing choice areas like Glen Huntly, Carnegie, 
Chadstone, and Glen Waverley SRL housing growth area. Such routes are perfect for improved frequency 
without complex network changes. 
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2.3 Trams 

Park Street Link and network re-coordination 

The Park Street Tram Link was unfortunately descoped as part of Metro Tunnel 
associated works, however this project should remain on the radar owing to the small 
infrastructure expenditure needed on this initiative. This vital link is only 300 metres 
long and would bring big benefits in terms of cascading more trams towards the 
western end of the CBD, and even create a possible inner urban orbital link  towards 
South Melbourne Beach. Infrastructure Victoria has suggested the redirection of the 
route 5 tram alongside the park Street project in this area as a short term tram priority. 

 

Above, location of new Park Street Tram Link (green) and possible altered route 5 (red) connecting Anzac 
Station towards South Melbourne and further on to Spencer Street in the CBD. 

East Malvern to East Malvern Station Link 

Melbourne’s last major suburban tram extension opened 21 years ago, from East 
Burwood to Vermont South. In the last two decades there have been zero extensions to 
the tram system outside of small changes in the CBD, despite numerous notable 
network gaps. An example of such a gap is East Malvern (Darling Road terminus) to East 
Malvern Railway Station. This network gap is less than 1km in length, and prevents a 
connection from the Glen Waverley line to Caulfield Station and Monash University. 
Both Malvern East and Caulfield are also identified within the Activity Centres Program, 
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and such an extension would support housing growth and local connections hand-in-
hand. 

 

Above, possible extension of the route 3 tram from East Malvern (Darling Road) to East Malvern Station, one 
of the smallest missing links never completed on the tram network. 

More incremental upgrades of existing tram corridors 

The PTUA also supports a greater focus on the “corridor approach” to tram 
improvements, where sections of the network are improved for DDA access, stop 
spacing rationalised where appropriate, and traffic signals improved for better network 
priority and service flow. Action has been improving after years of stagnation, which is 
celebrated, however the PTUA believes this should become a rolling program of works 
where entire lines are incrementally improved, starting on the north west routes where 
new G Class trams are entering service soon. 

2.4 Regional 

Platform extensions to enhance capacity 

Even before free travel, patronage was booming on the V/Line network. Now with 
further fare reductions until the end of the year, it's anticipated that pressure will 
continue to increase on both commuter and long distance trips for the regional network. 
More work is needed to ensure trains run with six car sets instead of single three car 
sets, and platform extensions are important enabling infrastructure to help facilitate 
longer trains where needed. Whilst there are many stations which need longer 
platforms, the Warrnambool line is a key example where shorter platforms designed for 
four or five car locomotive hauled trains haven’t kept up with fleet changes. The PTUA 
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calls on investment in a program of works to increase platform lengths on short 
platforms to help cater for six car sets, starting with short platforms on the 
Warrnambool line and cascading works to other stations. 

Additional services for the North-East 

V/Line services on the North Eastern Line to Albury operate three times a day and serve 
increasingly busy towns like Benalla, Wangaratta and Wodonga. Growth in patronage 
and a significantly cheaper fare than the NSW Trainlink service means the V/Line 
operated trains often face capacity constraints, with services booking out well in 
advance. V/Line has rolled out five services a day on some long distance routes like 
Ararat or Warrnambool, and given ongoing growth in northern Victoria and border 
communities, the Albury Line should be upgraded to five services per direction per day. 
The Albury line is double track between Seymour and Albury, and thanks to the Inland 
Rail Project, many stations have been upgraded with better amenities and longer 
platforms. Noting that V/Line only have three six car standard gauge Vlocity consists in 
their fleet, extra services may require additional rolling stock investment. 

 
Above, overcrowding on a V/Line service bound for Albury - entirely unacceptable on any longer distance 
V/Line service.  (photo courtesy of Rhona Rose and the Guardian, 2023.) 
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Enhancing coach connections to get people on board 

Rail may make up the bulk of V/Line patronage, however the regional coach network 
plays an important role in cross-country connections, and coverage to larger towns 
beyond the rail network. Given growth on the V/Line network, a series of improvements 
to the coach network should be implemented to create more frequent “interurban” style 
routes between key centres. This initiative has also been identified as a priority by 
Infrastructure Victoria.  

As an example of the issue at hand, there are only four bus services per day between 
Geelong and Ballarat, regional Victoria’s two largest population centres, and to make 
matters worse, three of the four services follow different stopping patterns, which 
significantly adds to complexity and confusion for passengers. Furthermore, there is 
only one direct bus from Ballarat to Bendigo, our second and third largest regional 
cities. 

The model to follow for key regional connections should be akin to that of the 
Melbourne to Leongatha service, with eight daily services, providing opportunities to 
travel roughly every two hours. Infrastructure Victoria identified the following corridors 
for investment, which the PTUA support as a regional priority: 

● Geelong to Ballarat 
● Ballarat to Bendigo 
● Bendigo to Wangaratta via Shepparton 
● Kerang to Wodonga via Shepparton 

The PTUA also suggest Dandenong to Bass Coast and Surf Coast to Geelong services 
should also be upgraded to frequent interurban coach lines given the growing popularity 
of coastal towns.  A final improvement should be the introduction of an additional return 
service to Mildura as a short-term way of enhancing travel options to Victoria’s worst 
connected regional city. The PTUA also notes this route has faced significant pressures 
from reduced fares and free travel. 

A big boost for Bendigo 

As part of the Regional Rail Revival, good action has been taken to introduce a 40 
minute frequency across V/Line’s interurban corridors off peak and on weekends. 
Ballarat and Traralgon gained an improved service since 2018, and Geelong boasts 
trains every 20 minutes. Despite being Victoria’s fourth largest urban settlement and a 
city with tourists value, Bendigo still has hourly trains which often face overcrowding. 
The PTUA calls upon the Government to prioritise a rollout of 40 minute services to 
Bendigo and operate more six car trains. To enable this frequency increase, signalling 
and track layout changes may be required between Kyneton and Malmsbury to allow 
trains to pass in a more efficient manner. 
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2.5 Geelong Region Dedicated Public Transport Corridor 
Planning 

Geelong is Victoria’s second-largest city and one of the nation’s fastest-growing urban 
centres, yet its public transport network remains overwhelmingly designed around 
radial travel to Melbourne rather than the movement patterns of the wider Geelong 
region itself. 

Continued reliance on private vehicles is placing increasing pressure on the region’s 
road network, with traffic congestion worsening and few viable transport alternatives 
between suburban Geelong and surrounding communities including Drysdale, Ocean 
Grove, Torquay and Bannockburn. The Geelong region requires a long-term transition 
from a bus network constrained by road congestion to a genuine high-capacity, frequent 
transit system built around dedicated public transport corridors. 

The PTUA calls for the Victorian Government to commence corridor planning and 
feasibility work for a future dedicated, frequent and high-capacity public transport 
network centred on Geelong CBD and linking key regional growth areas. Mode selection, 
whether light rail, bus rapid transit or heavy rail, should be determined through detailed 
assessment of patronage demand, urban form and cost-effectiveness. 

Priority corridors should include connections from Geelong CBD to: 
● Drysdale 
● Ocean Grove 
● Torquay via Armstrong Creek 
● Werribee 
● Bannockburn via future Northern and Western Growth Areas 
● Colac 

Planning must extend beyond corridor preservation alone. The Victorian Government 
should develop clear service and infrastructure plans for each corridor, including 
preferred modes, staging and delivery timeframes. Existing rail links to Werribee and 
Colac present opportunities for earlier improvements and stronger integration into a 
broader regional rapid transit network, while new dedicated corridors to growth areas 
such as Torquay, Bannockburn and the Bellarine Peninsula require long-term protection 
and planning. 

Establishing dedicated public transport corridors now is essential to prevent future 
growth across the Geelong region from further cementing car dependency and 
worsening traffic congestion. Planning and protecting future public transport corridors 
must occur before road congestion becomes permanently entrenched, ensuring land 
can be preserved and infrastructure delivered efficiently as the region continues to 
expand. 
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3. Larger Scale Infrastructure Initiatives 
The third and final section of this election year paper looks at larger scale initiatives in 
terms of infrastructure. Whilst noting previous concern with the nature of megaprojects 
worth billions, there are still some major regional initiatives which should form part of 
the Government’s rail infrastructure thinking moving over the next five years. 

3.1 Melton electrification to follow on from Sunshine 
works in 2030. 

The Melton Line Electrification Project represents a critical infrastructure upgrade for 
Melbourne’s rapidly expanding western corridor, and is perhaps the most awaited major 
project currently awaiting formal adoption by the Government. This corridor serves one 
of Australia’s fastest-growing urban areas and is constantly placed under strain, with 
overcrowding, inconsistent peak frequencies, and other constraints that no longer 
match the needs of a suburban population boom in the Melton LGA. 

With track duplication, the opening of Cobblebank Station and the currently underway 
line upgrade - we know that the Government recognises that Melton needs change, 
however the final piece of the puzzle is electrification, which the PTUA continues to 
support as a big-ticket item for the west. 

Electric services from Melton would run through the Metro Tunnel, enhancing direct 
access for the rapidly expanding corridor to important healthcare and university 
precincts. In advance, this provides network configuration benefits to Ballarat and 
Geelong Line trains, demonstrating how the benefits for this initiative don’t just stop 
with the residents of Melton. 

This project is recognised as a priority by Infrastructure Victoria, and with work 
commencing on junction changes around Sunshine for Melbourne Airport Rail stage 1, 
the PTUA calls on funding for electrification so the project can be delivered alongside 
the completion of works around Sunshine - the perfect way to keep the ball rolling on 
upgrades for the west. 
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Above, proposed electrification to Melton alongside other initiatives for western suburbs improvements. 

 

3.2 Clyde electrification 

The extension of the Cranbourne Line to Clyde is one of the last pieces of the puzzle for 
the complete transformation of the railway network in Melbourne’s South Eastern 
suburbs. In recent years, good action has been taken to advance the bus network in the 
Clyde growth area, however with the City of Casey set to reach the same size as 
Canberra by 2041 (550,000 residents,) improved rail access also needs to be a 
Government priority. 

The Clyde extension would extend the Cranbourne line a further five kilometres and add 
three new stations, serving new housing in Clyde, and better connect the growing 
healthcare and retail precinct in Cranbourne and Cranbourne East with the rest of the 
growth corridor. The Cranbourne Line Upgrade was completed by the LXRP in 2022, 
with fact sheets about the project stating that the line upgrade would “pave the way for 
a future rail extension out to Clyde.” Four years later, with more growth area housing 
and no update on the future of the Clyde line from the Government, many residents and 
community groups are rightly beginning to ask for this project to get put back in the 
spotlight. 
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Above, proposed extension of the rail network to Clyde. 

3.3 Electrification and introduction of Metro services to 
Donnybrook 

Melbourne’s northern rail corridor has been under increasing pressure, with the V/Line 
commuter service towards Seymour feeling the strain. Beyond Craigieburn, areas like 
Mickleham have been rapidly expanding, with 17,000 residents in 2021 increasing 
sharply to 30,000 residents by the end of 2026. The Craigieburn line was extended from 
Broadmeadows in 2007, however further outward growth in this near 20 year timeframe 
means electrification hasn’t been keeping up. 

The PTUA is suggesting, as a precursor to future works to electrify the line to Wallan 
and connect the Upfield corridor, that electric Metro services are introduced as far as 
Donnybrook as an immediate short term priority. 

Instead of more costly proposals like full electrification from Upfield to Wallan (a 
project around 30km in length) this initiative would only involve the electrification of 
7km of existing track between Craigieburn and Donnybrook. Associated works include 
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the construction of a new elevated Donnybrook Station alongside Donnybrook Road 
crossing removal, and improved terminating facilities at Gowrie (Upfield Line) to 
facilitate more services until future works connect the Upfield corridor towards 
Craigieburn. Further work along the entire corridor from Upfield to Wallan should 
absolutely be a part of the future infrastructure mix, however this project would be an 
interim win before more funds are available for a whole-corridor upgrade. 

Whilst smaller than other proposals, this would mark a “stage one” improvement as a 
gateway for future northern corridor projects, and provide opportunities for enhanced 
bus connections to new estates, and further afield to areas like Beveridge and Wallan. 

 

Above, proposed electrification of the existing line to Donnybrook as a precursor to further northern corridor 
works. 


