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The Public Transport Users Association (PTUA) Geelong Branch supports the planning 
permit application PP-1305-2023 for the property at 361–379 Bellarine Highway, Moolap 
VIC 3224, subject to appropriate conditions. 
 
We request that conditions be included in the permit to ensure that pedestrians can 
safely and conveniently access existing public transport services. In particular, the 
permit should require: 
 

●​ Construction of a continuous footpath between the existing and proposed site 
access points 

●​ Provision of a dedicated pedestrian access path between Bellarine Highway and 
the site 

●​ Upgrade of bus stop #30962, including a concrete pad and indented stopping area 
 

 

The above marked-up site plan illustrates the proposed pedestrian and public transport 
access improvements. These works can be delivered within the existing road reserve 
alongside construction works required for the secondary access road and do not require 
any significant alteration to the site layout. They represent a practical, low-cost, and 
proportionate response to the access needs generated by the development. 
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Site Context and Transport Access 

Existing Conditions 

The site currently has direct frontage to Bellarine Highway and is served by bus stop 
#30962. However, there is no constructed footpath, boarding pad, or defined pedestrian 
access route between the site and the bus stop. 

As shown in the photograph below, passengers are required to wait on an unsealed grass 
verge adjacent to the roadway. This verge also functions as a drainage area and is 
frequently uneven and muddy. 

​
Source: Google Street View 

At present: 

●​ There is no sealed waiting area 
●​ There are no tactile indicators 
●​ There is no compliant boarding pad 
●​ There is no dedicated pedestrian access between the site and bus stop 
●​ There is no footpath along the frontage 

These conditions are not compliant with contemporary accessibility standards and do 
not provide safe access for older people, people with disabilities, or parents with prams. 

Pedestrians accessing the site are required to walk along informal ground surfaces and 
vehicle accessways, creating conflicts with traffic and increasing safety risks. 

As a result, existing public transport access is unsafe and unsuitable for use. 
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Planning Policy Context 

Clause 18.02 of the Greater Geelong Planning Scheme sets out objectives and strategies 
for movement networks, including walking and public transport. 

Clause 18.02-1S (Walking) seeks to provide pedestrian routes that are safe, direct, 
comfortable, and connected to the broader transport system, and to ensure walking 
infrastructure is provided in major transport and development projects. 

Clause 18.02-3S (Public Transport) seeks to integrate public transport services and 
stops into new development areas, enable people to rely less on private vehicles, and 
facilitate the provision of public transport infrastructure in major projects. 

The current proposal does not adequately respond to these policy directions. The 
absence of safe pedestrian access and appropriate bus stop infrastructure is 
inconsistent with the objectives of Clause 18.02-1S and Clause 18.02-3S. 

Without appropriate permit conditions requiring these works, the development will not 
support walking or public transport use in accordance with the planning scheme. 

Proposed Development 

The proposal indicates that approximately 70 per cent of sites will comprise 
unregistered movable dwellings and caravans with rigid annexes. 

While the precise future occupancy profile cannot be determined with certainty, this 
form of accommodation is commonly associated with long-term or semi-permanent 
residency and functions in practice as low-cost housing. 

The proposed development will substantially increase the number of long-term 
occupants on the site and, in turn, the demand for regular travel for work, education, 
health services, and shopping. 

For many residents, this form of accommodation represents one of the few remaining 
affordable housing options on the market. Maintaining affordability therefore depends 
not only on housing costs, but also on access to affordable and reliable transport. 

Public transport provides a critical means of reducing household transport expenses and 
limiting reliance on private vehicles. 

In this location, multiple bus routes operate along Bellarine Highway, providing 
comparatively frequent services. This makes public transport a practical and usable 
alternative to driving, with minimal journey planning required. 
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However, the proposed plans do not include any upgrades to pedestrian access or public 
transport infrastructure. As a result, the existing unsafe conditions are perpetuated 
within the future development. 

Implications for Site Residents and Visitors 

The absence of safe and accessible pedestrian infrastructure: 

●​ Restricts access to affordable transport 
●​ Increases reliance on private vehicles 
●​ Adds financial pressure on low-income households 
●​ Limits independence for older residents and people with disabilities 
●​ Contributes to social isolation 

Without appropriate supporting infrastructure, residents are effectively discouraged 
from using nearby public transport, despite its availability and suitability. 

Given the scale and nature of the proposed development, this represents a significant 
and avoidable planning deficiency. 

Broader Public Transport Benefits 

High-quality access to public transport delivers significant benefits to residents, the 
local community, and the wider municipality. 

For residents, public transport provides: 

●​ Lower ongoing household transport costs compared to private vehicle ownership 
and operation 

●​ Improved access to employment, education, health services, and community 
facilities 

●​ Greater independence for people who cannot drive 

For the wider community, increased public transport use: 

●​ Reduces traffic volumes on roads 
●​ Reduces demand for on-site and on-street parking 
●​ Extends the life of road infrastructure by reducing wear 
●​ Lowers public expenditure on road upgrades and maintenance 

From an environmental perspective, public transport use contributes to: 

●​ Reduced greenhouse gas emissions 
●​ Improved local air quality 
●​ Lower noise impacts 
●​ Increased opportunities for incidental physical activity 
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In locations such as this site, where multiple bus routes operate with comparatively 
frequent services, these benefits are readily achievable. However, they can only be 
realised if residents are able to access services safely and conveniently. 

Without appropriate pedestrian infrastructure, these wider public benefits are 
undermined, and avoidable car dependency is effectively embedded into the 
development. 
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